Walk on the Wild Side

Tell Tale Travel has designed thidabitinerary for those who want to discover the real
Thailand, away from the tourist trail, but have a keen interest in nature and wildlife.

We have hanselected places with wildlife inithetural habitats including a UNESCO

protected natural reserve as well as flora and fauna, yet are ensuring that you definitely see the
bigger animals as you will interact with them in unique conservation centres. This itinerary has
lot of activitiebut can be taken at your own pace and you will also have some relaxation time.
As well as the nature and wildlifemed activities, youOll tick off the main sights of Bangkok,

have an informal Thai cooking lesson and meet interesting local people whbmmoysider

your friends when you leave.

This is a private tour and can be taken at your own pace. The itinerary can also be customised
(subject to availability). Beach extensions at a boutique beach resort are also possible.
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Day 1-Saturday

Fly overnight from London Heathrow to Bangkok on a direct flight with Thai Airways or Eva
Air, regional departures are available via anaalith BMI.It is possible to upgrade your flights to
Oenhanced economyO or business siggddmedject

Day 2b Sunday
N Welcome to Thailand! One of our drivers will meet you, just
look out for a sign with the Tell Tale Travel OpeacockO logo!
He will whisk you away to your charming boutique hotel, set
in the charm of BangkokOs days of afiegnaissance. Set
away from the main commercial areas, this will be your
welcome oasis from the hustle and bustle of the city. YouOll
enjoy the thoughtful touches in your room and the personal
attention you will receive from the staff and the owner.

You will have a little time to relax and look at our maps and tips to make the most of Bangkok.
Later, your driver will be back to take you through the city lit up by night, We will reserve a table
for you at an idyllic restaurant, set on the banks of t® Rraya river, a favourite with
members of both the Thai and British royal families (the restaurant is repsoedlly UK
standards.

Day 3b Monday

This morning, you can have breakfast at leisure, befo
are picked up by our guide, Tong, whHbtake you to thel
main sites of the Grand Palace, the Temple of the En{;
Buddha, Wat Pho, the oldest temple in Bangkok andjg
Arun (Temple of Dawn). This day, whilst a bit tourlsty by /
Tale Travel standards, will let you Otick offO the main X
Thailand, though you will also get a flavour of local lif
taking in a local market and using public transport su
riverboat taxis.

YouOll be dropped at your hotel at around 4pm, which will give you some time to rest or rela:
Later, your drivewill pick you up and take you out in the city for the evening, have a look at our
tips to choose where to eat, from charming restaurants set in peaceful gardens to the hustle a
bustle of Chinatown or a glitzy rooftop restaurant, perched high ogQisesky line, youll find
something to suit you perfectly.

Alternatively, particularly if youOve been to Bangkok before,
choose instead of a guide to have a driver allocated to you. You
your own itinerary on the day, your droeenpeitiyayou wherever

. you want to go, from visiting the less frequented museums to
. shopping centrdbere is plenty to do in this urban jungle!
. Alternatively, ask us about a private boat trip along the river, whi
give you a glimpséfento Bangkok, both present and past, endin
with an explosion of colour at an orchid farm.
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Day 4b Tuesday

Time to head out of the city and start your real adventures. This morning, youOll be picked t
and driven to the Kanchanaburi province, wieBangkok. Although during your holiday, you

will explore wildlife reserves for a chance to spot animals in the wild, this afternoon (and the
next morning), you are guaranteed the chance of seeing big cats in a unique place, Wat Pa Lur
Bua Yannasampanralloquialbknown as the OTiger TempleO.

This home for tigers is at a Buddhist OforestO monastggsszsias
may be familiar to avid watchers of the Discovery Cha®##is
The sanctuary started when a tiger cub, orphane =
poachers was left with the Abbot of tiemple. Since ther
more tigers have found their way here and live in hari
with the monks of the temple. There are also plenty of «
animals at the temple including deer, gibbon and even
albino peacock, people in the local area often @amgmals
to earn OmeritO in Buddhist life.

Visitors are allowed in every day to help raise enough funds to create OTiger IslandO, a p
where the tigers can roam free as current conditions are certainly not ideal. By going private
with our tiger expewho has a special relationship with the temple, not only will you come away
from the day with nefound knowledge on tigers, but you will get a special tiehgwtres

look at Tiger IslandPlease note that these tigers are still wild snimaésateetthat you follow all
guidelines and instructions you are given.

The drive to Kanchanaburi will takéd Bours, during which youOll learn aboutChittese

tigers and their history in Thailand. On your way, you will stop off at the ORhddeivar

KwaeO and visit the war cemeteries where over 9,000 Allied prisoners of war are buried. Af
spending the afternoon at the temple, you will be dropped at a small resort on the banks of th
River Kwae.

Day 5E) Wednesday
B ‘ A very early start thisorning, you will go back to the OTiger

] TempleO to have breakfast with the monks which will give you

.\ a better understanding of Buddhism in general and the

4 AbbottOs special take on conservation of both animals and the

environment as tiger cubs wander yfraelyour feet. Then,

- handlers (international volunteers and local staff) with the
tigersO daily morning exercise.

YouOll start by helping to feed the older cubs and then walk them torteslenaterfall

where they love running free and splashing around. After this, you can help bathe the cub:
though watch out, they are very wriggly! Finally, you will go down to the canyon to watch the
adult tigers exercise from a safe distRheEase note Hidnough you will be picked up this morning b
our tiger expert, most the morning wilhBeex@@joemce with a small number of other visitors.

Then itOs time to leave the temple and visit a local centre for a simple but delicious lunch. Tt
centre is an initiative connected to the temple which has been responsible for education an
creating many jobs for local people, providing alternatives to pursuits like poaching. After lunch
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you will dropped off at your riverside resort where you aarorednjoy the pool.

In the evening, a driver will pick you up and take you into Kanachanaburi town and wait for you
while you have dinner at a restaurant.

Day 6D Thursday

This morning, itOs time to pack up and leave Kanchanaburi, youOre heabmélodotey ai

region which is located geographically to the east of Bangkok. One of our drivers will take yor
on the 45 hour drive, you can either stop for lunch on the way or wait till you get to the lodge
near Khao Yai National Park.

Spanning an arehdaver 2,000 square kilometers, Khao Yai National Park is a UNESCO World
Heritage Sites with a wide range of altitudes going up to 1000m above sea level and a range
terrains from mountains to tropical jungle. Khao Yai contains over 67 types of ng@mals,
types of birds and 3,000 species of plants.

You will have a couple of hours to settle in at the lodc
enjoy the pool or have a drink in the beautiful gardens.
itOs time for your first visit to the Fefore dusk, you wil
be taken to th®Bat CaveO where youOll see the bat
before the unforgettable sight of over a million bats s
into the darkening sky.

An early start today, youOll head into Khao Yai with a guide to
take advantage of the time the animalmast active. The
reserve is home to many tropical birds and wildlife such as
deer, gibbons, elephants, monkeysand clouded leopards.
There are supposedly still tigers here, though itOs highly
unlikely you will see one! YouOll start with a trek through the
park - this can be taken at your own pace, you can swing
through the trees or have a more sedatebitélk up to you!

After your walk, you will have time to visit spectag
waterfalls where you can have a swim before your p
lunch. YouOll then spethe afternoon driving along the we
established roads and stopping off for wHdpfgting
opportunities, your guide will keep a look out andg
equipped with binoculars for animals further away. Yo
also visit the top of the mountain which isduas a rad
station for aircrafb make sure to take a jumper, it can &=
quite chilly up here!

Day 8- Saturday

This morning, you will have a little bit of time to haverg tigke a dip in the pool or pack up

at leisure Then itOs time for thexhpart of your holiday which will be in the north of Thailand.

The journey will take most of the rest of the day, starting with -adbredrive to Bangkok

airport. Then you will take a short flight to Chiang Mai, the centre of the old OLannaO kingdol
rich in culture and nature with beautiful diverse landscapes from rolling hills and valleys tc
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jungles and waterfal@ur drivers will pick you up at Chiang Mai airport and take you on the 1
1.5 hour drive tpicturesque Chiang Dao. Whilst here for aléss, you will be away from the
tourist trail having a walk on the cultural side, getting real insight into life in Thailand, as wel
experiencing the nature of ThailandOs third largest mountain.

YouOll reach the countryside just outside the town Bf Chia

' Dao where youOll meet one of our friends, Prasong and her
English husband Steve who works remotely as an illustrator
. for broadsheet newspapers and books. They are both in their
. early fifties. Although Prasong has lived all over Thailand as
. well as Engtad, her favourite place is Chiang Dao. She is
integrated into village life, knows a lot about the local area
and seems to be friends with practically everyone!

You will stay in a simple but charming chalet in Pras
garden which you will have to rgalves. It has a sleepi
and sitting area, a bathroom and a private verandah
overlooks the ricefields at the back of the property. To
youOll have dinner with Prasong and Steve, giving y
perfect introduction to the authentic food in nem
Thailand.

Day 9- Sunday
A leisurely start today with breakfast in the garden.

This morning, you will visit Wat Pho Ploy, a temple built into
the mountain side, which you have to climb 500 steps to get up
(optional activity!). The spectacular wvigwthe top will take

your breath away, lush thick jungle sprawling over the
~limestone rock mountainside. The temple itself is home to the
. tomb of one of Thailand's most revered monks.

Then, you will explore Chiang Dao's cdlresght to be the
longestand deepest in Thailand, created over millions of years

by water dripping through limestone. The caves have several
chambers containing Buddha images, including a large

reclining Buddha carved in the limestoed. Tale Tip

Watch out, legend hasrédheas once inhabited by people possess:t
by ghost spirits. Although in general Thai people love talking abot
ghosts, the locals in Chiang Dao donOt mention this particular sto

Later, Prasong will take you to the local market to pick the=
freshest igredients of the day. You can spend the rest of

afternoon relaxing on your private verandah with a book p
go for a walk. In the early evening, itOs time to try your k%
at Thai cookingPrasong will give you an informal Iesson‘
she can show you heavmake a Lanna dish such as a
riverfish curry or delicious Kra Prao (a stir fry with holy b; .
and chillies) which is commonly made with chicken or b
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Day 10- Monday

An early start this morning/ouQll get up at dawn for a special experiencegobg@mature

walk on Chiang Dao mountain with an expert birdwatcher, Rachen. The mountain is to man)
types otropical birds which are extinct elsewhere, including the Giant Nuthatch. The mountain
is also hme to rare flora and fauna, as well as theaBl@iory, a beautiful butterfly first
discovered in Chiang Dao.

You will also see orchids in the wdder 20 species oOfgs
endangered orchids grow on the mountain, including

Sirindhornia Pulch@latured), discovered hegdter your %
nature walkyou can stop for an early lunch at a gem & g
restaurant which serves delicious Fretyth food, or if j%4

youOd like to sample more local fare, you can do that &8s
restaurant nearby. YouOll have the afternoon to go for
in the surrounding countigs or relax on your verandah.

Today, itOs time to have an insight into the lives of different
4 types of local people in the north. You will have a special
excursion with Prasong to Chiang Dao town for the unique
weekly market when tloeal hilitribes trade their wares such

as silver jewellery with the local ethnically Thai population.
- There are many hitibes in the nearby hills including the

- Palaung, a lesdarown tribe who are (relatively) new arrivals
o ‘ to Thailand from Burma.

This market is certainly a fascinating experience; itOs not meant for tourists, although itis a gr
place to buy souvenirs such as silver jewellery. Prasong knows many offtile sabesuOll
definitely get a good deal, as well as a dose obksipl g

Sadly this afternoon, itOs time to pack up and say 000 3k
your new friends Prasong and Steve this afternoon. & e
driver from Chiang Mai will be back to pick you up and g
youto the Doi Saket area. Here youOll arrive at a befs!
house,set amongst ricefieldsy &eal base to enjoy tH
nature and wildlife of the Chiang Mai area. YouOll hav»_
of time to settle into your room, take a dip in the '
have a sundowner in one of the tranquil communal areaj

This evening, your driveill take you into Chiang Mai to visit the city by night. You can explore
the famous night bazaar (although bear in mind itOs touristy), or just have dinner at one of tt
plethora of excellent restaurants throughout theTeity. Tale Tiplave a look the map and

ideas in your Tell Tale Travel guest pack on the day.

Days 12 and EBWednesday and Thursday
These two days will certainly be one the highlights of your holiday, the memories of which yot
will probably cherish forever.
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Thailand is famoubr its elephants and the country has
many OcampsO where elephants are used for rides @ ni™ TR A
tricksO. No risk of that with Tell Tale Travel, not onlypgs = &

your day will be a completely different from the ave
tourist experience, you will escapeptames which mistree
these magnificent creaturésu will spend two days at

whom have previously beesr#élated, but now have a hon'
here.

When you get to the park, youOll meet the catimestaff

and have an introduction to elephants in Thailand, the
problems they face and the work the foundation and the
sanctuary is undertaking to improve their lives both at the
park and in the wider world. Then, meet the elephants and
their Omahoute®o communicate and care for them in a
deeply personal way. YouQll get up close to the elephants and
after some training, scrub them down in the river!

The next morning, youOll start with a walk to see the elephants wandering freely in the fore:
beforeanother day caring for theliease note these two days-a@ expgience with other people.
Also note, although these are OdomesticatedO elephants, they are sensitive and contact will b
of meeting an animal the seletiamt for the first time! Accommodation at the park is rustic, althc
will have private facilities and only need to take an overnight bag as your room is being kept for

YouOll get back to the house Doi Saket on Thursday evening, juiirilitimer.

Day 14- Friday
This morning, after a leisurely breakfast with scrambled
bacon, freshigqueezed juice and homemade bread, you
pat hosts, Don & Ken will take you for a walk in the I ,
area and introduce you to their neighboursiO¥ see th. .

villageOs temple and go on a boat ride down the Pingus
(please note this is dependent or).water levels

YouOll have lunch on the terrace before you havc —
afternoon free to relax in the gardens or enjoy the pool.

Day 15 Saturday

(TR, Sadly, your last day. Time to catch up on some sightseeing.
Your driver will pick you up in the morning and take you into
Chiang Mai. First, youOll visit the OAncient CityO, then the
modern cityPartof the original layout of the city can still be
seen tday in the walls and moat. Have a look at some of the
temples, then youOll be driven to handicraft villages in the city
outskirts where you can watch the locals at work and buy
souvenirs and gifts, directly from theioperatives.
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Day 16D Sunday

Thismorning, your driver will take you to Chiang Mai airport where youOll catch the short flight
to Bangkok to connect to the international flight back to the UK, you will get back to London
Heathrow at approximately 7pm UK time (same day).

This specially designddyl&inerary costs from £1,975 per person based on two ad
sharing (price valid most of th@lyisarcludes direct flights with Thai Airways or
Eva Air, accommatidn, excursions/activities, transport and meals except as listed
Please allow £25 per person for local expenses such as national park fees plus \
you wish to spend on other items not included (see below). We recommend over:
moneyf £300400 per couple.

Flight upgrades are available to enhanced economy with Eva Air for an additiona
of approximately £400 per person to the tour price and to business class with Ev
Thai Airways (charges vary and available on request).

EXCLUDED:

Lunch: Days 3, 6,-80, 15
Dinner: Days 24, 67, 11

Personal travel insurance

Expenses of a personal nature such as laundry, internet access and drinks gheatgr som
and soft drinks will be provided)

Expenses during free time

Tips for guides and drivers (discretionary)

Please note that your itinerary may change before you leave or on the ground (ir
or unforeseeable circumstances), we witbetabmyourinformed.
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Background Information

Tell Tale Travel is a specialist tour operator. Each trip ientaderyet affordable, while

respectful of local people and places. We are small enough to give you true personal service ye
experienced andhéwledgeable enough to make sure you have the organisation-apgdack

need. When you are on your holiday, you will have a detailed itinerary and plenty of tips and
recommendations. As well as support from our unique network of local people, sou can al
contact either our London office or Thai office at any time.

Tell Tale Travel is a Londbased company, subject to English law. We are licensed by the Civil
Aviation Authority so your holiday will be protected by ATOL. We are also licensed by the
Trawel Trust Association which gives you 100% protection on all elements of your holiday.

What makes Tell Tale Travel holidays so special?

Handselected

Every element of a Tell Tale journey has beerskuded by us, not by other people. We
painstakinglfzunt out the best authentic experiences. If we don't think it's the finest Thailand
has to offer or we wouldn't want to do it, we wonOt tell you about it.

Local Insight .
You'll meet local people that we have chosen to show you the real Thailand. fayrfloei@ib
experience the overwhelming warmth of genuine hospitality throughout your holiday.

Just For You
You don't have to share your experience with a tour group or a tour leader. And as it's just for
youbjust tell us what you want to do and we®# sure you do it.

Responsible Tourism

You will be able to see fitsind how your money benefits local people and communities. A
supplementary income enables a better quality of life in small villages and a chance to share th
culture, history anddstyle with the outside world.

Hassle Free Organisation

We will organise everything we can. This means you can get the best Thailand has to offer, suc
as a particular scenic train journey without the inconvenience of organising it. Where we are no
ableto organise something in advance for you, we will give you guidance or a local contact.

Guidance

Guidebooks by their nature are out of date from the day they're published. We give you insider
up-to-theminute information on the best things to do. Wegadgoyou general advice that will

help you throughout your journey to the extent of cultural and clothing tips depending on what
you are doing on a particular day.

Fair Prices

We only sell our own holidays, this means we can make sure everyoneg/awvalveaur

network of local people, get a fair price. And unlike other operators, we donOt have-surcharges
if after you've booked, there's a rise in fuel surcharges or a change in exchange rates which ma
our costs higher, you still pay the same.
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